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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over VIITA-AHO (WO 00/15535). 
Re: Claim 1, VIITA-AHO discloses: 

• a support column (9, Fig. 1) extending the length of a lift shaft (1) to a base of 
a shaft pit (10), 

• a guide rail (11) for a counterweight and a guide rail (2) for a lift cage (3) are 
arranged at the support column (Fig. 1), 

• whereby the guide rails extend through the lift shaft to said base, 

• a lift drive (5) supported on a guide rail and support column (Page 5, line 25) 
so that a load of the lift drive is transmitted to the base of the shaft pit by way 
of the guide rail and the support column, 

• and the lift drive supported by a single guide rail and the support column. 
VIITA-AHO discloses further the feasibility to provide auxiliary support by having 

multiple support columns, wherein the guide rails may be completely supported by the 
support column(s), with the support columns having interconnecting bracing structure at 
their upper ends, and the lift drive supported by said bracing structure. (Pg. 5, Line 10). 
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In addition, he discloses his feature of using lighter guide rails "...because the elevator 
machine mounted on them produces no stress on the guide rail..." (Pg 6, Line 9). 

It is inherently anticipated, or would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art, to support the lift drive by the support column and its adjoining guide rails. 

Re: Claim 5, VIITA-AHO discloses his "... auxiliary supports... may consist of 
various steel and/or concrete structures... preferably (sic)... steel tube filled with 
concrete" or "...other auxiliary support structures that are sufficiently rigid and have a 
sufficient load-bearing capacity..." (Page 5, Line 34). 

Wherein, further, the use of steel columns of square hollow construction are 
typical to industry as a cost-effective support means, in terms of fabrication, handling 
and installation, it is inherently anticipated, or would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to provide a square hollow profile member. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over VIITA- 
AHO in view of Baranda et al (WO 99,43589). 
VIITA-AHO discloses: 

• a support column (9, Fig. 1) extending the length of a lift shaft (1) to a base of 
a shaft pit (10), 

• a guide rail (1 1 ) for a counterweight and a guide rail (2) for a lift cage (3) are 
arranged at the support column (Fig. 1), 

• whereby the guide rails extend through the lift shaft to said base, 

• a lift drive (5) supported on a guide rail and support column (Page 5, line 25) 
so that a load of the lift drive is transmitted to the base of the shaft pit by way 
of the guide rail and the support column; 

however, his lift drive is supported by one guide rail and a support column. 

Attention is directed to Baranda et al who teach their first and second guide rails 
(74, 72, Fig. 1) formed integrally with their support columns (24, 26 and Pg 5, Line 1) 
upon which their lift drive (42, 44) is mounted. Furthermore, their guide rails extend 
vertically along their support columns "at least" over a length of travel of their elevator 
car (Pg. 5, Line 8). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of VIITA-AHO with the teaching of Baranda et al to utilize the guide rails and 
support column(s) in bearing the load of an elevated lift drive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2 - 4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claim 2 contains allowable subject matter because the teachings of the prior art 
of record taken as a whole do not show or render obvious the combination set forth 
including the one setting screw bearing against at least one guide rail 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1 - 4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Kruer whose telephone number is 571 .272.5913. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on 571.272.6951. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 
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